


Shooting Clubs Prior To 1953

ÅNova Scotia Rifle Association since 1861

ÅHalifax Gun Club (Trap & Skeet)

ÅGreater Dartmouth Small Bore League 

comprised of:

ÅImperial Oil Rifle Club-Imperoyal Refinery

ÅAtlantic Command Handgun Club-Scotian 

Range-Dockyard

ÅFairey Aviation & Teasdale & Foote

ÅKeithôs Brewery



History of Atlantic Marksmen 

Association

From The Beginning in 1953 

to Present



Formed because no civilian 

shooting for handgun/rifle with 

open membership in Halifax

ÅMeeting Lord Nelson Hotel Feb.5th 1953

ÅChairman, Principal Organizer was Nick Credico   
Cpl. RCMP (The Father of AMA)

ÅAssisted by Jack Inglis,Dunc Morrison,Joe 
Ternan,Doug Fox,Bob Mount,Art Gill

Å49 people attended meeting

ÅSuggested nameséAtlantic Rifle & Revolver 
Club,Halifax Rifle & Revolver Club,Atlantic 
Marksmen Association



Attendants of 1st Meeting at 

Lord Nelson Hotel 1953



AMA Halifax Original Objectives

April 23rd 1953

OriginalRe-typed copy



Interim Slate of Officers Nominated

ÅPresident.........Melbourne (Mel) Sarty

ÅVice-Presé.....Doug Fox

ÅSec./Treséé.Joan Hudson

Å5 Directorsé...Nicholas Credico,Leo 

Simmonds,Bill Ward,Bob Mount,Jack 

Inglis

1953



AMAôs First President

Melbourne H.Sarty

Chronicle Herald photo February 6th 1953



AMA Official Formation

March 11,1953 at Halifax Armouries

ÅInterim Officers previously drew up draft 
Constitution & By-Laws

ÅName Atlantic Marksmen Association agreed 
upon

ÅTwo Sections Handgun & Rifle.In 1956 Rifle split 
into Sporting & Match til 1983 then Match ended

ÅDecision to incorporate under Societies Act of 
Nova Scotia

ÅAMAôs 1st Certificate signed Aug.4th 1953 by 
Registrar of Joint Stock Companies



Halifax AMA Membership Form 

1953
Annual Membership:

Handgun Section $5.00

Rifle Section         $5.00

Family Handgun   $2.50

Family Rifle          $2.50

Life-Handgun       $50.00

Life-Rifle              $50.00



AMA Incorporated Aug 4th 1953



AMA Charter Members 1953



Ranges In Early Years 1953-1964

ÅHalifax Armouries-Rifle only

ÅHMC Scotian-Dockyard-Rifle & Handgun

ÅDND Range Bedford-Rifle & Handgun

ÅQueen Elizabeth High School-available 
but not used.

ÅSt.Peterôs Church-Ochterloney St. (DMA)

ÅDart.Rope Works Bldg.200 Wyse Rd.used 
by Dartmouth Marksmen Association 
(DMA) as of Dec.8 1960



Early AMA-Halifax

MATCHES



HMC Scotian Range Jan 4th 1954

L-R Don Withers,Art Demers,Davy Ferguson-

Bill Ward,Bob Mount,Lloyd McInnis,Mel Sarty

Mel 



1954 National at Connaught Range

Front Row:L-R Clyde Keys,Mike Hanratty,Mrs.Jake Young,Mel Sarty,Gord Higgins

Back L-R Jake Young,Nick Credico,Davida Credico,Bobbie Keys,Ives Murray

Ottawa 



1953 Provincial Championship 

L-R Bill Ward,Don Withers,Nick Credico,Mel Sarty



1954-55 Indoor Tyro Champion 

H.Marshall

H. Marshall                             Nick Credico-Vice Pres.



1954-55 Indoor Sporting Rifle High 

Individual-Gordon Higgins

Col.L.R.

Simmondôs 

Trophy

L-R: Miss Joan Hudson (Chair Rifle Section) G.Higgins,Col.L.R.Simmondôs



AMA 1954-55 Indoor Handgun 

Senior Championship 

Don J.Oland

Trophy

L-R-Wes Murray,M.Hanratty (Handgun Chairman),Don J.Oland



AMA-Halifax Letterhead

May 21st 1955



A Minute to Introduce 

Dartmouth Marksmen Assoc.
ÅDMA formed Dec.14th1953 Cyril Johnstone was 

President

ÅOthers were Allan Grady,Bev Norris,Scott 
Morash with directors Charlie Davis,John 
Gillis,Norm Moseley

ÅCharles Davis became President in 1954

ÅShot in basement of St.Peterôs Church ó53-ô55

ÅJoined CCMA (Canadian Civilian Association of 
Marksmen Inc.Oct.19 1954 CCMA later became 
Shooting Federation of Canada



More on Dartmouth Marksmen 

Association
Å1955 St.Peterôs Church Range Closed

ÅNo replacement Range found 

ÅClub dormant 1955-1960

ÅRe-organized Nov.17 1960 with range at 200 

Wyse Rd.old Plymouth Cordage Co.property

ÅNew slate of Officers elected Dec.1 1960

ÅCharles Davis was President,Norm Moseley-

Treasurer,Carl Bowes-Secretary

ÅKen Mann was DMA President in 1962



DMA Charter Members 1953



DMA List of Officers

Dartmouth Marksmen Association



Yet more on Dartmouth

Marksmen Association 

ÅApril 23rd, 1962 DMA offered AMA of 

Halifax to incorporate with them.

ÅJune 11th, 1962 Charles Davis Proposed 

Amalgamation with AMA of Halifax

ÅJune 19th,1962 DMA & AMA agreed new 

club name Atlantic Marksmen Association

ÅSept.17th,1962 DMA ceased.



Amalgamation

Mail-Star Sept.19th 1962



AMA Board of Directors time of

Amalgamation with DMA 1962

Before After



1962 AMA Looking To Build Own 

Range

ÅSunday June 24th,1962 6 Clement St.Dartmouth 
was selected.Lot size was 33ôwide x 250ô deep 
and only $800.00

ÅConstruction began early in 1963

ÅCharles Davis was driving force behind new 
Range building

ÅOccupancy Permit from city of Dartmouth 
Sept.21st,1964

ÅShooting began on upper Range immediately



Land Clearing April 9th 1963

Charles Davis,Steven Ware,Paul Markle,Stephen Lesbirel,Jack Lovett

Mail-Star

Photo

Charles


